Only a-few characters are known for differentiating Mycobacteriuin gastri from M . kansasii: photochromogenicity and nitrate reduction (Wayne, 1966). For M. kansasii var. album photochromogenicity is of no value and only nitrate reduction can be used. Two other diagnostic tests are presented in this paper.
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M E T H O D S
Eight strains of Mycobacterium gastri were received from Dr L. G. Wayne (San Fernando, California, U.S.A.). From five of these strains, rough colony-mutants, two from each, were isolated in this laboratory by ultraviolet irradiation. Seven strains of M . kansasii, from the collection of Dr E. H. Runyon, were received from Dr K. Takeya and another 25 strains were identified in this laboratory. Seven a1 bin0 strains were isolated by ultraviolet irradiation in this laboratory.
Resistance to rifamycin SV and rifampicin was tested in Ogawa egg medium whose composition is: basal solution (I yo, wlv, KH,PO, and I yo, w/v, sodium glutamate), IOO ml; whole eggs, 200 ml; glycerol, 6 ml; 2 "//o (w/v) malachite green solution, 6 ml. The medium, 8 ml, was poured into tubes and made as slopes by sterilization at 95 "C for 60 min.
One loopful of the test organism was inoculated and incubated at 37 "C for 14 days. Full resistance at a concentration was recorded as 'positive' resistance.
Utilization of n-and iso-butanols as carbon source (Tsukamura & Mizuno, 1971) was tested using the following medium: (NH,),SO,, 2.64 g; KH,PO,, 0.5 g; MgS0,.7H20, 0.5 g; purified agar, 20.0 g; distilled water, 1000 rnl. The medium was adjusted to pH 7.0 with 10 % (wlv) KOH solution. Butanols were added at 0.1 M (7.4 ml/l). Media, in 8 ml amounts, were sterilized by heating twice at IOO "C for 15 min, then inoculated with one loopful of the 
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Slio r t comuiun ica t ion test organism and incubated at 37 "C for 21 days. Growth on either or both butanol media was regarded as 'positive ' utilization. Controls, without substrate, were also run.
Photochromogenicity and nitrate reduction were tested according to the methods described previously (Tsukarnura, 1967) .
R E S U L T S
Mycobacterium kansasii, including albino strains, was resistant to rifamycin SV but did not utilize the butanols as a carbon source, whereas M. gastri, including rough colonymutant strains, was susceptible to rifamycin SV and utilized the butanols (Table I) . As Mycobacterium kansasii and M . gastri were both susceptible to rifampicin, this cannot be used to differentiate these organisms. They are, however, differentiated by rifamycin SV susceptibility. It is interesting that rifamycin SV, which was inactive for M . kansasii (Tsukamura & Tsukamura, 1962) , has become active for it by addition of the (4-methyl-r-piperazinyli mino)-met hyl radical. 
